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Edexcel is one of the leading exam ining and awarding bodies in the UK 

and throughout  the world. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions 

including academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional and specific program m es for 

em ployers.  

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s cent res receive 

the support  they need to help them  deliver their  educat ion and t raining 

program m es to learners.  

For further inform at ion, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our website at  www.edexcel.com .  

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  the content  of this 

Moderators’ Report  that  require the help of a subject  specialist , you m ay 

find our Ask  Th e Ex p er t  em ail service helpful.  

 

Ask The Expert  can be accessed online at  the following link:   

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / Aboutus/ contact -us/   

 

Alternat ively, you can contact  our Art  and Design Subject  Advisor direct ly 

by sending an em ail on Art&DesignSubjectAdvisor@edexcelexperts.co.uk 

You can also telephone 0844 576 0027 to speak to a m em ber of our 

subject  advisor team . 

 

( I f you are calling from  outside the UK please dial +  44 1204 770 696 and 

state that  you would like to speak to the Art  & Design subject  specialist ) .  
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1.  I nt roduct ion 
 

Entr ies for this year’s new I n t er n at ion a l  GCSE  specificat ion cam e from  

m any parts of the world including Berm uda, China, Cyprus, Denm ark, 

Egypt , Greece, I ndia, Kenya, Sri-Lanka, Spain, Turkey, United Arab 

Em irates, United Kingdom  and the United States of Am erica. I t  is pleasing 

to note that  we had a considerable num ber of new count r ies subm it t ing 

work for the first  t im e this year they included Germ any, Luxem bourg, 

Bangladesh, Kuwait , Pakistan, Singapore, Tr inidad and Tobago, Saudi 

Arabia, Malaysia and Om an. All ent r ies for the exam inat ion showed the 

r ich cultural diversity of the var ious count r ies m aking subm issions. 

 

The new I nternat ional GCSE  specificat ion aim s to provide all cent res with 

the fram ework to develop and devise courses for Art  and Design across all 

four endorsem ents:   

 

 Fine Art   

 Graphic Design  

 Photography  

 Text iles  

 

The new specificat ion is 100%  exam inat ion externally set  and m arked. 

Cent res can enter students for m ore than one endorsem ent  in any one 

exam inat ion session. Fine art  cont inues to be the m ost  popular 

endorsem ent  chosen by cent res followed by graphic design, photography 

and text iles. A key feature of the new specificat ion is it  allows teachers 

the freedom  to approach the assessm ent  object ives in the way which best  

suits them  and their  students.  

 

2.  Edexcel website support  
 

A docum ent  which all cent res will find useful and should be fam iliar  with is 

the ‘Cen t r e g u id an ce d ocu m en t ’ .  I t  can be found on the Edexcel 

website at  the following link:   

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / quals/ igcse/ igcse09/ art / Pages/ default .aspx 

Cent res new to the qualificat ion will find this docum ent  part icular ly useful.  

I t  covers;  

 

 Key events and deadlines 

 Entry inform at ion 

 Endorsed t it les 

 Assessm ent  sum m ary 

 Sum m ary of schem e of assessm ent  

 External exam inat ion and preparatory studies  

 The pract ical exam inat ion 

 Private candidates  

 After the exam inat ion 

 I nst ruct ions for the dispatch of work 

 Special considerat ion  

 Malpract ice 
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 Grade awarding 

 Enquir ies about  results 

 

I f you have a quest ion about  the new I NTERNATI ONAL GCSE Art  and 

Design specificat ion ‘Ask  t h e Ex p er t ’  is a resource you m ay decide to 

use. I nform at ion about  this resource can be found on the Edexcel website 

under inform at ion for teachers 

 

Exem plar m aterials for the new I NTERNATI ONAL GCSE can be seen and 

download from  the Edexcel I nternat ional Art  teacher’s com m unity forum  

website:  

ht tp: / / com m unity.edexcel.com / art_and_design/ m / art I nternat ional GCSE  

/ default .aspx  

Current ly the exem plar m aterials are for the fine art  endorsem ent  only.  

This is a resource for exist ing cent res, those new to the qualificat ion or 

those who are considering deliver ing it  in their  cent res. The exem plar 

m aterials show exam ples of candidates work ranging from  except ional to 

weak with com m ents by the chief exam iner and with writ ten com m ents by 

the students taken from  their research. 

 

A program m e of professional developm ent  and t raining courses, covering 

various aspects of the new specificat ion and exam inat ion can also be 

found on the website. Training courses already planned for this year will 

take place in Kenya, Dubai and Bangladesh. 

 

3.  Endorsem ents 
  

Within the four endorsem ents offered the m ajority of cent res have a very 

clear understanding of the requirem ents laid down in the specificat ion 

content . I t  was refreshing this year to see such a variety of work across 

all the endorsem ents offered. There has been a part icular im provem ent  in 

the depth of study in the text iles, graphic design and photography 

endorsem ents. There are st ill however a very sm all num ber of cent res 

who entered candidates for the various endorsem ents who had lim ited 

understanding of the requirem ents of the specificat ion in the context  of 

the endorsem ents. I t  is vital that  cent res have a clear knowledge of the 

endorsem ent  content  being taught  to candidates when planning and 

st ructur ing courses.  

 

4.  The Assessm ent  Object ives. 
 

The assessm ent  object ives should be seen as inter- related act ivit ies not  

stand alone com ponents. Unfortunately there are som e cent res that  st ill 

approach the assessm ent  object ives in chronological order. When 

st ructur ing courses and in the preparatory six week period for the 

exam inat ion, this should be borne in m ind. However cent res st ructure 

their  courses they should ensure that  the chosen them es or genres are 

sufficient ly flexible to allow candidates to m ake a personal and inform ed 

response. This in turn allows candidates to pursue their  own creat ive 

journey of discovery.  
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I t  was disappoint ing to see a num ber of candidates, with signs of creat ive 

potent ial, at  the lower end of the m ark range, because they had failed to 

subm it  evidence for a part icular assessm ent  object ive.  

 

 

 

 

AO1 :  Record observat ions, experiences and ideas which are appropriate 

to intent ions. 

  

AO2 :  Analyse and evaluate im ages, objects and artefacts, m aking 

inform ed connect ions with the work of others.  

 

AO3 :  Develop and explore ideas, using a variety of m edia and processes 

that  are appropriate to intent ions.  

 

AO4 :  Review and refine ideas, m odifying work as it  progresses, before 

present ing a coherent  personal response.  

 

5.  Assessm ent  overview 
 

 Exam inat ion piece (m axim um  size A2)  with six weeks preparatory 

t im e and 10 hours exam inat ion t im e 

 Up to three sheets of preparatory studies (m axim um  size A2 sheet )  

carr ied out  during the six-  week preparatory period 

 100 m arks are available for this assessm ent  

 

 

6.  Reviewing, refining and m odifying research for the 

pract ical exam inat ion. 
 

With the help of the cent re it  is im portant  that  candidates review, refine 

and m odify their  subm ission for presentat ion. Choosing the work which 

best  illust rates their  abilit y at  cover ing all four assessm ent  object ives. 



Below are st rengths and weaknesses which illust rate this area of the 

exam inat ion in the May 2011 subm issions. I t  is hoped these points will help 

cent res im prove the overall standard of their  candidates abilit y to review, 

refine and m odify ideas as they progresses.   

 

St r en g t h s 

 Appropriate and ongoing annotat ion. 

 Recording using an excit ing range of m edia. 

 Work which reflects an understanding of the purpose of visual 

research. 

 Appropriate contextual links in the visual form  or including short  

writ ten analysis. 

 Sequent ial developm ent  of ideas using appropriate m aterials.  

 Taking photographs of work in progress. 

 Evidence of an understanding of the form al elem ents. 

 Experim ent ing with m edia. 

 Prim ary source im ages. 

 Good use of m ater ials and high standards of skill.  

 

W eak n esses  

Som e cent res presented research where there was too m uch em phasis on 

writ ing.  

 They produced unedited ‘downloads’ from  the internet . 

 There was an over- reliance on secondary im ages. 

 Research was superficial, incom plete or disorganised. 

 Copying with no purpose. 

 No sequent ial journey. 

 Lit t le visual analysis. 

 Research where the intent ions were not  clear. 

 One or m ore of the AO’s not  covered. 

 Lit t le understanding of the requirem ents of the specificat ion. 

 

By im proving the quality of research it  is hoped that  candidate’s final 

personal response will be am bit ious and im aginat ive. 

 

7.  Pract ical exam inat ion and preparatory studies  
 

Those candidates who perform ed to their  best  were generally from  cent res 

that  had provided a well st ructured beginning to the exam inat ion. Good 

t im e m anagem ent  during the six week research period can also help 

candidates in their  planning. I t  was clear however that  som e cent res had 

given very lit t le support  to candidates in helping them  ‘un-pick’ the exam  

paper. 

 

Cent res are rem inded that  the candidate response to the exam inat ion 

should be supported by a taught  six week period pr ior to the ten hour 

exam inat ion. Cent re’s should download and print  the paper as soon as it  is 

posted on the Edexcel website (1st February)  to enable them  to prepare 

teaching and learning resources to support  their  candidates in the six week 

period.  
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8.  The six week preparatory period 
 

The six week preparatory period pr ior to the exam  is a taught  period where 

art  staff can help and advise students about  their  work. I t  is helpful if as 

work progresses students can then choose their best  idea collect ing m ore 

reference m aterial to help in their  exam . Exam iners noted that  

interpretat ion of the them e shadow/ shade was som et im es direct  and highly 

effect ive. This was due to early intervent ion by the cent re to provide 

candidates with a secure base from  which to work. Where cent res used the 

preparatory sheets as part  of the journey and related them  to the personal 

outcom es they achieved high levels of success.  

 

Unfortunately this year a num ber of cent res new to the qualificat ion 

m isunderstood the nature of preparatory work and subm it ted three sheets 

of finished final outcom es on the preparatory sheets. The final outcom e was 

then a repeat  of one of the im ages in the research. Exam iners were very 

im pressed by the quality and standard of this work. However m arks had to 

be significant ly reduced because these subm issions did not  fulfil the 

requirem ents of the specificat ion. These cent res need to check through the 

requirem ents of the specificat ion for guidance on work to be subm it ted for 

the exam inat ion and if possible at tend t raining events.  

 

Where cent res achieved very high m arks, this was the result  of a highly 

focused and dedicated approach to support ing candidates. 

 

I n som e cent res there was a dist inct  lack of evidence for AO2 or the 

research was superficial this then had an im pact  on the result ing 

achievem ents of the candidates. Exam iners com m ented that  som e cent res 

enter ing candidates for the graphics and text ile endorsem ents failed to 

show evidence for A02 result ing in these candidates losing m arks. I n 

cont rast  the m ajority of cent res had a clear understanding of the 

assessm ent  object ives producing very personal and individual work. 

 

I t  was pleasing to note that  m any cent res gave candidates the opportunity 

to use a wide range of m aterials using a variety of processes. 

 

Within the research presented for assessm ent  it  was noted by exam iners 

there was an excess of secondary im ages used by a num ber of candidates. 

Too m uch copying and repet it ive work can waste vital space on the research 

sheets. I t  is im portant  that  cent res balance the level of pr im ary and 

secondary sources used by candidates.  

 

First  hand photography was effect ively used by a num ber of candidates. 

I m aginat ive role play situat ions were created and recorded to support  final 

outcom es. Elongated shadow was im aginat ively developed using 

photography. A num ber of candidates also used photography when planning 

and set t ing up st ill life groups and in recording the process of three 

dim ensional works. 
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9.  Fine art  endorsem ent  subm ission. Shadow/ Shade. 
 

Pr ep ar at o r y  st u d y  sh eet s on e an d  t w o . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resear ch  sh eet  t h r ee  
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10.  Ten hour exam inat ion  
 

Good use of m aterials and high standards of skill were evident  in a large 

num ber of subm issions. I n cent res where candidates received very low 

m arks it  was clear that  teaching in these cent res had not  addressed the 

AO’s and the basic concept  of the specificat ion. Thus candidates had lit t le or 

no understanding of what  was required. 

 

The lack of access to a wide range of m aterials in no way disadvantaged 

som e candidates’ subm issions. 

 

A num ber of candidates produced their  final outcom e in their  support ing 

studies. I n m any cases the second repeat  was less vibrant  than the original 

first  study produced on the research sheet . Developing ideas rem ains 

difficult  for a num ber of candidates. For som e candidates the final outcom e 

bore no relat ionship to the init ial research.  

 

There was varied use of annotat ion;  it  was effect ively used by m any 

candidates where it  was used to inform  and develop thinking rather than 

being m ainly descript ive. An effect ive visual vocabulary was established by 

higher m ark range candidates. A num ber of weaker candidates wasted 

space on the preparatory studies sheets with ‘space filling’;  teacher 

intervent ion could have avoided this pract ice. 

 

A num ber of cent res did not  cover AO2 and therefore lost  a significant  

am ount  of m arks. Exam iners noted that  a num ber of candidates had a 

sporadic lack of evidence to support  AO2. 

 

Final responses to AO4 helped support  and st rengthen the other AO’s. This 

occurred part icular ly in the photography endorsem ent . Careful select ion of 

work is needed by candidates who m ust  m ake full use of the t im e available 

to them . They m ust  avoid including work which does not  inform  the final 

outcom e or which is ir relevant  to the them e. There were a significant  

num ber of cent res this year that  had excellent  outcom es in AO4. 

 

Exam iners noted the them e for this year’s exam inat ion of shadow/ shade 

had been very well received by cent res and candidates. The start ing points 

of dappled shadow, cast  shadow, elongated shadow, shadow from  art ificial 

light  and overshadow were part icular ly popular and well developed. 

 

Exam iners com m ented that  candidates produced individual, personal and 

creat ive responses to the them e. Candidates produced final outcom es which 

were sustained and focussed. Figurat ive and st ill life work were very popular 

interpretat ions of the them e. Art ists such as Edward Hopper, David Hockney 

Claude Monet  and Georgio Di Chir ico proved to be very popular art ists to 

study. The art  of shadow puppets also proved to be an interest ing start ing 

point  for developm ent . 

 

The them e is a start ing point  and candidates m ay work from  any of the 

start ing points suggested by the them e or they m ay develop a relevant  

start ing point  of their  own on the them e of shadow/ shade.  
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I n general it  was a pleasure and privilege to see the quality of work 

produced by candidates for their  exam inat ion. I t  was clear that  the quality 

of teaching and learning in som e cent res was outstanding. These cent res 

are to be com m ended for their  enthusiasm , im aginat ion and endeavour to 

provide candidates with the plat form  to give their  best  in the exam inat ion  

 

11.  Tim ed Exam inat ion final outcom e. Fine art  

endorsem ent :  Shadow/ shade 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.  Subm it t ing preparatory studies and ten hour 

exam inat ion for external assessm ent  
 

The form at  for subm it t ing work for the exam inat ion is m ade clear in the 

specificat ion and exam inat ion paper. Further guidance can also be seen in 

the ‘Cent re guidance docum ent ’ highlighted earlier in this report .  

Unfortunately this year we have seen the return of cent res overlapping work 

on research sheets or including work on both sides of research sheets. We 

have also had som e cent res sending in A1 size canvases. I f the final piece, 

is fragile, bulky or larger than A2 in size, the cent re m ust  m ake 

arrangem ents to photograph the work.   

 

13.  Sum m ary 
 

Good teaching, well st ructured courses and appropriate resourcing ensure 

that  candidates perform  to their  full potent ial in the exam inat ion. There was 

m uch evidence of this in the May 2011 series.  Disap p o in t i n g ly  h ow ev er  

t h er e w er e som e cen t r es su b m i t t in g  w o r k  w h o  h ad  l i t t le  

u n d er st an d in g  o f  t h e r eq u i r em en t s o f  t h e  sp eci f i ca t ion .  To m ove 
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forward these cent res m ust  becom e m uch m ore fam iliar with the new 

I NTERNATI ONAL GCSE   specificat ion. They m ay also wish to take 

advantage of the various Professional Developm ent  and Training 

opportunit ies being offered in 2011-12 inform at ion for these events can be 

found on the Edexcel website. 

 

14.  Cent res wishing to m ove their  candidates forward and 

im prove their perform ance m ust  address the following 

issues. 
 

 Cent res m ust  develop a course st ructure underpinned by the 

assessm ent  object ives in preparat ion for the exam inat ion.  

 A clear understanding of the specificat ion content  for the 

endorsem ents.  

 Good teaching and learning stem  from  an em phasis on recording 

visually from  first  hand experience.  

 With the help of the cent re it  is im portant  that  candidates review and 

refine their  subm ission for presentat ion choosing the work which best  

illust rates their abilit y at  cover ing all assessm ent  object ives. 

 

15.  Stat ist ics and grade boundaries 
 

The grading, awarding and cert ificat ion of this qualificat ion follows the 

processes out lined in the current  GCSE/ GCE Code of Pract ice, which is 

published by the Qualificat ions and Curr iculum  Authority (QCA) . The 

I NTERNATI ONAL GCSE   qualificat ions will be graded and cert ificated on an 

eight -grade scale from  A*  to G. 

 

Students whose level of achievem ent  is below the m inim um  standard for 

Grade G will receive an unclassified U. Where unclassified is received it  will 

not  be recorded on the cert ificate.  

 

The first  cert ificat ion opportunity for the Edexcel I NTERNATI ONAL GCSE   in 

Art  and Design will be 2011.  

 

Awarding is based on work scrut inised falling within A, C and F grades. All 

other grades are calculated m athem at ically to fall equidistant  between the 

selected m arks. 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 

 

Grade boundaries apply to all of the endorsem ents (4FA0, 4GD0, 4PY0, 

4TE0) . 
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Further copies of this publicat ion are available from  

I nternat ional Regional Offices at  www.edexcel.com / internat ional 

 

 

For more informat ion on Edexcel qualificat ions, please v isit   

www.edexcel.com  

 

Alternat ively, you can contact  Customer Services at  

www.edexcel.com / ask or on +  44 1204 770 696 

 

 

Pearson Educat ion Lim ited. Registered com pany number 872828  

with its registered office at  Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE 

 
 

I NTERNATI ONAL GCSE   is the registered t rade m ark of University of Cam bridge I nternat ional Examinat ions  


